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5 Queſtion. } 


F iP E HOL D E Rs 


P olitical Catechiſm,” 


i 


H O are you 8 
Anſwer. L am 7. M. a Free 
8 Þ holder of Great-Britain. © . 
at Privilege enjoyeft than "by being 4 Frets 
285 of 1 N WOW 
A. By being a Freeholder of Great-Britaiit, 1 am 
a greater Man in my Civil Capacity, chan the 


- [greateſt Subject of an Arbitrary Prince; becauſe I 
lam governed by Laws, to which I give my Con- 


ſſent, and my Life, Liberty, and Goods, cannot 


be taken from me, but according to hole Laws. 


II am a Freeman. 


Q. "Who gave thee this Liberty "© 
A. No Man gave it me. Liberty is the natural | 


Right of every human Creature; he is born to 


{the Exerciſe of it as ſoon as he has attained to that 


of hy eri but that my Liberty is preſerved to 
A 2 me; 


141 
me, when loſt to a great Part of Mankind, is 
owing, under God, to the Wiſdom and Valour of 
my 138 Freeholders of this Realm. 
Q. Does not every Man give up his Liberty to the 
Government of the Political Society, whereof he is a 
Member? | 
A. Mankind give up ſome Part of their natural 

Liberty to the Government for the Benefit of 
Society and mutual Defence (for in political So- 
ciety an Infant has the whole Force of the Com- 
munity to protect him) but no Man can make him- 
ſelf a Slave. | e mM 
- Q. #hy? _ | | 
A. Becauſe no Man can give an abſolute Domi- 
nion over his Life, for that is not in his Power, 
and belongs only to his Creator, 

Q. How comes it then that the Civil Magiſtrate 
bas a Right to take away Lives? 
A. Becauſe, by the Laws of Nature, every Man 
has a Power of taking away the Life of another in 
Self-defence, which Power is given up to the 
Magiſtrate, and which Power returns to every Man, 
when the Magiſtrate cannot defend him, as in the 
Caſe of being attacked with ſudden and lawleſs 

Violence. LINE Th 
Q. Has not the Magiſtrate a Power to compel thee 
to be of what Religion he thinks fit ? 
- A. No. Becauſe neither in the State of Nature, 
nor in the State of Civil Society, has any Man an 
abſolute Power over another Man's Mind or Con- 
ſcience ; from whence it follows, that in the firſt 
of thoſe States, no Man could give the Magiſtrate 
a Power which he hath not to give: And that in 
the ſecond of thoſe States, the Exerciſe of this] 
Power is impoſſible ; Compulſion without Con- 
viction making a Man an Hypocrite, that is 4 
| Criminal 


5 


5 Triminal, but cah never ſecure the publick Peace. 
5 Qt. N berein does this Liberty which thou. enjqyeſt 

r el 
e A. In Laws made by the Conſent of the People, 
/ | and the due Execution of thoſe Laws. I am free 

not from the Law, but by the Law. _ 

1 - Q. Wilt thou ſtand faſt in this Liberty whereunts 
f I thou art born and entitled by the Laws of thy Coun- | 
- try ? bbs | 
- A. Yes, verily, by God's Grace I will; and I FF 
- | thank his good Providence that I am born a Mem- 


ber of a Community governed by Laws, and not 
by Arbitrary Power. 


Þ 8-5 Q. What doeſt thou think incumbent upon thee to l 
„ ſecure this Bleſſing to thyſelf and Poſterity ? f 
A. As I am a Freeholder, I think it incumbent 
te upon me to believe aright concerning the funda- 
mental Articles of the Government to which I am 
7 ſubject; to write, ſpeak, and act on all Occaſions 
in conformably to this Orthodox Faith; to oppoſe with 
| I all the Powers of my Body and Mind, ſuch asFre 
a, Enemies of our good Conſtitution, together with all 
* their ſecret and open Abettors, and to be obedient 
1 to the King, the ſupreme Magiſtrate of the Society. 
Q. Rebearſe unto me the Articles of thy Political 
7/4 G | | : 
A. I believe that the Supreme or Legiſlative 
0, Power of this Realm reſides in the King, Lords, 
my. - and Commons. That his Majeſty King George the 
n- | -Secofld is Sovereign, or Supreme Executor of the 
44 Law, to whom, upon that Account, all Loyalty is 
ite due. That each of the three Members of the Le- 
in giſlature are endowed with their particular Rights, 
1 and Offices. That the King, by his Royal Prero- 
nl gatives, has the Power of determining and ap- | 
5 4 pointing the Time and Place of Meeting of Par- 


haments. 


6 1 
laments. That ike e of King, Lords, and 
Commons, is neceſſary to the Being of a Law, and 


all the three make but one Lawgiver. That as to 


the Freedom of Conſent in making of Laws, thoſe 
three Powers are independent, and that each, and 
all the three, are bound to obſerve the Laws that 
are made. 
Q. t#hy is the Legiſtative Power Supreme? 
A. Becauſe what gives Law to all, muſt be Su- 
eme. 
Q. hai denn thou: 5 Loyalty to | the King? 
A. I have heard that Loy ſignifies Law; and 
Loyalty, Obedience, according to Law; therefore 
he who pays this Obedience, is a loyal Subject, and 
he who executes the King's Command when con- 
trary to Law is diſloyal and a Traitor. 
Q. I it nat a Maxim in the Law, that the Kg 
can do no Wrong? 
A. It is: For ſinee Kings do not act immediately 
by themſelves, but mediately by their Officers, and 
inferior Magiſtrates; the Wiſdom of the Law pro- 
vides ſufficiently againſt any undue Exerciſe of their 
Power, by charging all illegal Acts, and all Kinds 
of Mal-Adminiſtration, upon their Miniſters: By 
the great Regard which is paid to the King by this 
Maxim, laying him under an indiſputable Obliga- 
tion, not ta ſkreen his Minifters from publick Ju- 


| — or publick Enqury. 


Q. What doeft thou mean by the Royal Prerogative ? 
Al. A diſcretionary Power in the King to act for 
the Good of the People where the Laws are filet, 
never contrary to Law, and _— ſubject to the 
Limitations of the Law. 5 
Q. Doſt thou owe no other Daty to the King but 

Obedience according to Law? | 
A. Yes. I am bound to pray aha kim, to ho- 
: nour 


1 


nour him, to behave myſelf reſpectfully towards 


bim, and to ſpeak reſpectfully of him as it is written, 


Non ſhalt not ſpeak Evil of the Ruler of the People. 
Q. Theu haſt promiſed, that in order to preſerve 
this thy Liberty, thou wilt reſiſ, to tbe utmoſt of thy 
er, the Enemies of our good Conſtitution: Who 
gre thoſe Enemies? | | | 


A. Such as deny the Title and Authority of the 
King, who is acknowledged to be ſo by the Legiſla- 
ture: Such as by the heretical Doctrines exalt the 
Royal Authority above the Laws: Such as endea- 
vour to deſtroy the Authority and Independence of 
any of the three Members of the Legiſlature, 
Q. How comes it that denying the Title and Au- 
thority of the King, who is acknowledged by the two 
Branches of the Legiſlature, is ſubverting a funda- 
mental Law F the Conſtitution? 25 | 
A. Becauſe if private Judgment is to be oppoſed 
to that of the publick, there can be no Peace in 
that Society: Beſides, every Man in the Society is 
{uppaſed to have give his Aſſent in that Matter 
already, for the Act of the Majority is the Act of 
every Individual. I 
Q. What are thoſe heretical Dotirines which exalt 
the King's Authority about the Lass | 
A. Aſſerting, that there is ſomething particularly 
divine in kingly Government, as being the firſt 
Government of the World, and appointed by God. 
And that there is in Kings an Authority and heredi- 
tary Right of Succeſſion independent of the Laws. 
Q. How canſt thou prove thoſe to be heretical and 
falſe Doctrines? I . 
A. Becauſe they are ſo far from being founded 
upon Scripture (as is pretended) that they are con- 


trary to it. For firſt, It does not appear from Scrip- | 


ture how the firſt political Societies were formed. 
2 „„ . 


8 


„ 


i OL 
Secondly, The firſt Government of God's People 
was not monarchical; the Patriarchs were not 
Kings; the Government of the Hraeliles before 
Saul s Time was Republican; the People ſent Am- 
baſſadors, Joſbua xxli. the People in full A ſſemhh 
demands Juſtice, Judges xix. and xx. Thirdly, 
Almighty gives a diſadvantageous Character of ab- 
ſolute Monarchy, which ſee, 2 Sam. vii. 4. If by 
God's Appointment be meant a divine Revelation 
or Miffion, no Monarch upon Earth has it: If by 
God's Appointment be meant the divine Authority, 
enjoining Obedience to the lawful Ordinances of 
Man, the ſupreme Power of a Commonwealth has 
it as much as a King: It by God's Appointment 
be meant God's Providence; a Robber, Tyrant, 
Uſurper, may be ſaid to be ſo, Fifthly, There are 
ſeveral Paſſages in Scripture, that favour the ori- 
ginal Power of the People. Abraham demands a 
Burying-place for Sarah of the People. The firſt 
Governors ſeem to have been Captains, choſen for 
their Valour, by the People: Whoever wilt give 
Battle (fay the Princes and People of Gilead) to the 


Children of Ammon, ſhall be Head over the Inheritance 


of Gilead; accordingly Jepiba was choſen, God 
Almighty demands the Conſent of the People even 
to his own Laws; accordingly Moſes propoſed 
them in a full Aſſembly, and demands their Con- 
ſent as to a Covenant. See Deut. v. God Almighty 
condeſcended to this natural Right of the People in 
changing the Form of their Government (though 
contrary to his Admonition) when they demanded 
a King to rule over them, and commands Samuel to 


- * bearken to the Voice of the People, 2 Sam. vin. There 


are many more Proofs of this Truth to be found in 
Scripture, by any Man who reads with Atten- 


tion. „ 
Q. Does 


"WH, 


8 1 9 1 5 
* Q Does not Congueſt give a Right to abſolute 
fonarchy x 
No; for unjuſt Force can never give. any 

jult union; and Conqueſt in a juſt War, gives 
the Conqueror abſolute Dominion only over the In- 
dividuals he has ſubdued. 

Q. What thinkeft thou of Hereditary Right ? 

A. No Man can have Hereditary Right by the 
Title of King, for there are Kingdoms elective. 
Several Kingdoms have different Cuſtoms and 
Laws in determining the Succeſſions of their Mo- 
narchs ; thoſe of Britain and France are different, 
and both from the Cuſtoms of ſome other Monar- 
chies; therefore there can be no Right of Succeſ- 
ſion but by the Laws of the Land, and accord- 
ingly by the Act of Settlement his preſent Majeſty 
King George the Second has an Hereditary Right 
in himſelf and lineal Deſcendants, ſubject to the 
Limitations of the Law, a more authentick Deed, 
for Hereditary Right, than can be produced by any 
Prince in the World. 

Q. Is not then the King above the Laus? 

A, By no means : For the Intention of Govern- 
ment being the Security of the Lives, Liberties, 
and Properties of the Members of the Commu- 
nity, they never can be ſuppoſed by the Law of 
Nature to give an arbitrary Power over their Per- 
ſons and Eſtates. King is a Title which, tranſ- 
lated into ſeveral Languages, ſignifies a Magiftrate , 
with as many different Degrees of Power, as there 
are Kingdoms in the World, and he can have no 
Power but what is given him by Law; yea, even 
the Supreme or Legiſlative Power is bound, by the 
Rules of Equity, to govern by Laws enacted, and. 
publiſhed in due Form; for what is not legal is 


arbitrary. | 
B 7 Q, Hob A 


Hot comes it that thoſe who endeavour to de 
Pn the Authority and Independance of any of the 
Branches of the Legiſlature, ſubvert the Conſtitution ?. 
A. By the fundamental Laws of the Canftu-- 
tion, the free and impartial Conſent of each of the 
three Members is neceſſary to the Being of a Law, 
therefore if the Conſent of any of the Three is wil- 
fully omitted, or obtained by Terror or Corruption, 
the Legiſlature is violated; and inſtead of three, 
chere may be really and effectually but one Branch 
wk the Legiſlature. | 
Q. Can thou illuſtrate this by any Example * 
A. The Royal Authority and that of the Houſe 
-of Peers were both deſtroyed by the Houſe of 
Commons, and by a ſmall Part of that, in the late 
Civil War; ſo that the very Form of Government 
was annihilated. 
Q: Can you give me an Inſtance where the Ford 
of Government may be kept, and yet the Conſtitution 
- deſtroyed? ; 
A. Yes, The Forms of the Free Government 
of Rome were preſerved under the arbitrary Go- 
vernment of the Emperors: There was a Senate, 
Conſuls and Tribunes of the People; as one might 
ſay, King, Lords, and Commons; and yet the 
Government under the Emperors was always de- 
ſpotick, and often tyrannical; and, indeed, the 
worſt of all Governments is Tyrany ſanctified by 
the Appearance of Law. 
QQ. By what 55 fell that great People into this 
| State of Slavery - 
| : A. I have LAM the Reman Hiſtory, and by what 
I can judge, it was by Eg. Corruption, and 
ſtanding Armies, 
Q. All that might happen to the Romans; but did 
ever any Parliam nt of this Nation give up the Li- 
' berty of the People? i a0: 


* .. . ' ain ena hs ©IORE ' - LS 


. : 

A. Yes: A packed Parliament in Richard the 

- Second's Time eſtabliſhed, by a Law, the King's 

| Arbitrary Power, and with Leave to name a Com- 
miſſion with parliamentaay Authority. Parliaments 
in Henry the Eighth's Time were Slaves to his 
Paſſions, and one gave the King a Legiſlative 
Authority, And there are many Inſtances of Par- 
liaments making dangerous Steps towards the De- 
ſtruction of the Liberty of the People. 

Q.: M bo were the Engliſh Monarchs who were of 
indulgent to the Liberties of the People ? 

A. The great King Alfred, wi declared, 7. bor 

the Engliſh Nation was as free as the Thoughts of 
Man. The glorious Monarchs, Edward oe Firſt, 
Edward the Third, and Henry the Fifth, who 
would not let his People ſwear to him, till he had 
an Opportunity of ſwearing to them at his Coro- 
nation. And the immortal Queen Eligabetb, who 
declared it, by Law, High Treaſon, during her 
ife, and a, Premunire afterwards, to deny the 
Power of Parliament in limiting and binding the 
Deſcent or Inheritance of the Crown, or the Claim 
to it. 

Q. When were iboſe flaviſh Maximo of hereditary, 
indefeaſible Right and Prerogative, Juperiar to La, 
firſt introduced? 

A. In the Time of James the Firſt; who, be 

| endeavouring to eſtabliſn them, laid the Founda- 
tion of all the Miſeries which have ſince happened 
to his Family; and it is the greateſt Security to 
the preſent Branch of it, that ſuch Doctrines which 
ſow the Seeds of Jealouſy between the King and | 
his People, are by the preſent Eſtabliſhment quite | 
exploded. 1 1 
Q. V, bat doſt thou learn from thoſe Hiſtories? I 
A. That a King of this Realm, in the full Pol- 
; B 2 {cffion 


E 16.) 


ſeſlon of the Affections of his People, is greater 
than any arbitrary Prince, and that the Nation 
can never be effectually undone but by a wicked 
Parliament; and laſtly, to be thankful to God that 
under our preſent moſt gracious. King our —— 
tution is preſerved entire, though at the” ſame 
Time there are many nne which cal 
loudly for Vigilance. 
Q. What are thoſe? 
A. Such as have been the Fore-runners and 
Cauſes of the Loſs of Liberty in other Countries: 
Decay of Virtue, and publick Spirit, Luxury and 
Extravagance in Expence, Venality and Corrup- \ 
tion in private and publick Affairs. 
Q. How comes there to be a Decay of publich Spi- 
rit, when there is more than uſual a Defire 10 Aut 
the Publick? 

A. If a Deſire to live upon the Publick, be a 
publick Spirit, there is enough of it at this Time, 
when Extravagance makes People crave more, 
and the Adminiſtration of a publick Revenue (per- 
haps treble what it was before the — 
enables the Crown to give more than formerly. 

Q. M bat doſt thou fear from this? . 

A. That ſuch as ſerve the Crown for Reward, 
may in Time ſacrifice the Intereſt of the Country 

to their Wants; that Greedinefs of publick Mo- 
ney may produce a ſlaviſh Complaiſance as long 
as the Crown can pay, and Mutiny when it can- 
not; and in general, that Motives of Self- Intereſt 
will prove an improper and weak Foundation for 
our Duty to our King and Country. 

Q. I much rejoice io ſee a Perſon of your Knoto- 
ledge and publick Spirit; therefore Taſk you, What is 
the Sum and Subſtance of the Virtue of a good Citizen? 

A. The Love of our n comprehends in 
TH it 


13 1 

it che Vittuss of a th Citizen, as the Love of 
God thoſe of a good Chriſtian : | It is the Love 
not only of one, but of Millions of Neighbours ; 
not only of our Neighbours now living, but of 
them and of. their Poſterity. It is an Inſtinct as 
well as Duty of Nature; the very Soil from which, 
as from a common Mother, Mankind are nouriflied 
and the laſt common Repoſitory of their dead 
Bodies has been reputed, amongſt human Crea- 
tures, as a Bond of Union. Joſeph comforted him- 
ſelf with his dying Breath, reflecting that his Bones 
ſhould reſt amongſt his Brethren. I read of one 
T hemiſtocles, who, though he had been baniſhed , 
from Greece and Hoſpitality and received in Perſia, 
ordered his Corpſe to be carried back and buried 

by Stealth in his own Country. All Nations fink and 
riſe in Proportion as this Virtue prevails. When I 
read the Roman Hiſtory, I am tranſported with Joy, 

and a profound Reverence for thoſe Worthies who 
ſacrificed their Lives, and what was perhaps dearer 
to them, to the Love of their Country, Nor is 
our own Country deſtitute of Examples of ſuch 
heroick Virtue, of which ſome have tranſmitted the 
glorious Fruits to their Poſterity; and ſuch as have 
failed of that, have attained to a glorious Immor- 
tality, and advanced the temporal Felicity of Ge- 
nerations paſt and to come. The Love of our 
Country is both a moral and religious Duty. 

Q. How doſt thou prove that? 


A. The Love which we owe to all Mankind, is 


not only allowed, but enjoined, in greater Degrees 
to particular Societies, whereof we are Members, 
as Nations, Neighbours, Kindred, Families, and 
Children: There are many Precepts of the Exam- 
ples in Scripture enforcing this Duty of the Love 
bs our Country ; and holy .Men of old, as they 

3 were 


\ 
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were endowed. with a religious, ſeemed propo r- 
tionably filled with a publick Spirit; the OI THe | 
ment is full of ſuch Examples: This was the ſhin. 
ing Virtue of . Moſes, and of all the Captains, 
Po rinces. and Prophets of God's People. One of 
the Books of the Prophets is a Lamentation for 
the Captivity and Deſolation of Judab; Woe unte 
ne, (laid , Mathias, 1 Maccabees. ii.) ' wherefore 
' was | born, 10 ſee the Deſolation of ' my People? 
Then he and his Sons rent their Clothes, and put 
on. Sack-cloth and Mourning. Me are ready to die, 
aid the young Men, rather than tranſgreſs the . 
Laws of our Country. It is ſaid of Judas Maccabeus, 
That be made the Jews bold, and ready to dig for tbe 
Laws of their Country. This . Virtue was more 
eminent in our bleſſed Saviour than in any of the 
- Sons of Men : He confined at firſt the Benefit of 
his Goſpel and Miracles to his own Country; he 
heals the Centurion's Servant upon the Motive of 
his being a Friend to the Jewiſb Nation; and moſt 
tender in his Lamentation oyer the approaching 
Deſolation of his Country, and his Interceſſion· for 
it with his dying Breath. St. Paul could even with 
himſelf accurſed for his Countrymen, his Brethren, 
and Kinſmen after the Fleſh. And I am of Opi- 
nion, that the Decay of the publick Spirit at this 
Time, is much owing to the Decay of Virtue, and 
that true Religion, which 3 is always free from Bigo - 
| try and Superſtition, - and a perſecuting Spirit. 
1 Q. What wouldſt thou do far thy Country ? 
1 A. I would die to procure its Proſperity: And 1 
would rather that my Poſterity were cut off, than 
that they ſhould be Slaves; but as Providence af 
preſent requires none of thoſe Sacrifices, I content 
myſelf to diſcharge the ordinary Duties of my Sta- 
tion, and to exhort my N eighbours to do the ſame. 
Q Is hat 


: f T 1 e 3 
. in hat art the Duties of your Station . 0 
A, To endeavour, as far as I am able, 53 
the publick Tranquillity; and as I am a Freeholder, 
ro AY my Vote for the Candidate whom I judge 
moſt worthy to ſerve his Country: For if for any 
partial Motive I ſhould: give my Vote for one un- 
fs Cole ſhould think myſelf juitly chargeable with 
is Guilt, 


Q. Thou baft, per baps, but one Vate of Ave Han=, | 


dred, and the Member perhaps one of frve Hundred. 
more, then your Share of the Guilt is but ſmall. f 

A. As he who affiſts at a Murder is guilty of 
Murder, fo he who acts the loweſt Part in the en- 
_ flaving his Country, is guilty of a much greater, 
Crime than Murder, 

Q. J enſlaving one's Country a greater Came than 
Murder? 

A. Yes; inſomuch as the Murder of bean Na- 
ture is a greater Crime than the Murder of a hu- 
man Creature; or as he who debaſeth and rendereth 


miſerable the Race of Mankind, is more wicked 


than he who cutteth off an Individual. 


1 Q. Why: is enflaving Mankind murdering. human 
ature ? 


A. Becauſe Mankind in a State of Slavery and 
Freedom! is a different Sort of Creature; for Proof 
of this, I have read what the Greeks were of old, : 


and what they are now in a State of Slavery. 
Q. What is become of the Heroes, enten, 
Orators, and free Citizens of Greece ? 
A. They are now Slaves to the Great T; urk, | 
Q. What is become 850 the Scipioes and Catoes of 
Rome? | 
A. They ſing now on the Engliſh Stage. 
Q. Does not the Tranquillity occaſioned 2 abjalute 
Monarchy make the Country thrive ? 
| A. Peace 
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4 Peace and Plenty are not the genuine Fru 
of abſolute Monarchy ; for abſolute Monarc 4 
are more ſubject to Conyulſions, than free Govern- 
ments; 3 and lavery urneth the fruitful Plains! into 
4 Defart; whereas Li like, the Dew from 
Heaven, fructifieth the barren Mountains. This 1 
have learned from Travellers, who have viſited 
Countries in both Conditions; therefore, as 1 ſaid 
before, I ſnould reckon br of the greateſt 
Crime human Nature is capable of, if I were any 
ways acceſſary to the enſlaving my Country; tho” 
I have but one Vote, many Vaits make a Num- 
ber; and if every Elector ſhould reaſon after the 
fame Manner, that he has but one, what muſt be- 
come of the Whole? A Law of great Conſequence, 
and the Election of the Member who voteth for 
that Law, may be both carried by one Vote. 
Great and important Services for the Liberties of 
their Country have been done by ordinary Men: 
I have read, that the Inſtitution of the T ribunes 
of. Rome, or the whole Power of the Commons, 
Ma owing to a Word ſpoke in Seaſon by a common 
_ 
Q. Is it not lawful then to take a Bribe from 
a Perſon otherwiſe worthy to ſerve his Country? 
A. No more than for a Judge to take a Bribe 
for a righteous Sentence; nor is it any more lawful 
to corrupt, than to commit Evil that Good may 
come of it: Corruption converts a good Action 
into Wickedneſs. Bribery of all Sorts is contrary 
to the Law of God; it is a heinous Sin, often 
puniſhed with the ſevereſt Judgments; it involves 
in it the Sin of Perjury as the Law ſtands now, and 
1s beſides the greateſt Folly and Madneſs. ; 
Q. How is it contrary to the Law of God? 
TE The Law of God faith «ths Thou ſhalt 


= 


0 


at toreſt Judgment : ben Sal not take 20. i 
It is a Sin in a Judge, it is much more ſ in a Law: 


giver, or an Elector; becauſe the Miſchiefs occa- 


_ fiohed by the firſt reach only to Indiviquals, ch 
of the laſt may affect whole Nations, \ and even t 
Senerations to come. The Pfaltmüſt, deſet ping the 
Wicked, ſaith, His Right-Hand is full 6" Bribes> 
The Prophecy deſcribing the Righteous; tell: us; He 
| Jhaketh s Hands from bolting a Bribe. Samuel, juſti- 
fying his Innoceiice, appeals to the People, of whoſe 
Hands bave I talen u Bribe? Then as to divine Ven- 
geance, holy Fob tells us, That God ſhall 125 the 
Tabernatle of Bribery. Achan's Avarice, who 
| Propriated to his own Uſe the golden Wedge 2 
the Balyloniſb Garment, brought the J6dEnients 
of God upon the whole People, ſo that they fled 
before their Enemies, till the Criminal was diſco- 
| vered and ſtoned to Death. The Leproſy adliered 
to Gehazi (the Servant of Eklha) and his Houſe for 
ever, for taking a Bribe from Naaman, a rich Mi- 
niſter of a great Prince: Therefore he that taketh 
a Bribe thay juſtly expect what is threatned in Holy 
Writ, He ball not proſper in bis May, neither fhall 


his Subſtance continue; bis Silver and Gold ſhall not 


be 75 10 deliver him in the Sl Son: Wruth WS 
St 


{be © oh | 
do fawear. Ge aue of the Oe called 
. Quakers, A. B. a [04 affirm) 1 have not 
N nor had & 5 myſelf V or r any Perſon whatſoever 


in Truſt for me, or 12 my Uſe and Benefit, direlihj or 


indirefly, any Sum or Sums of Money, Office, Place, or 
Jad Gift, or Reward, of any Promiſe or Se: 
E 


curity 


by — — 
— re — — — 
— * N N " my 
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OLE any nd Office, Employment, or Gift, in 
order to give my Vote at this Election, and that 1 
| have not before been polled at this Elefiion.. 


* 


Q. What thinkeſt thou of thoſe who are bribed 5 
Gluttony and Drunkeuneſs? 

A. That they are viler than Eſau who fold his 
8 for a Meſs of Pottage. 

Q. Why is taking a Bribe Folly or Madneſs? + 

A Becauſe I muſt refund tenfold in Taxes of 
what I take in Election; and the Member who 

bought me, has a fair Pretence to ſell me; nor can I 

in ſuch a Caſe have any juſt Cauſe of Complaint. 

Q. What wilt thou 5 ay then to the Can idate * 
offers thee a Bribe? 

A. I will fay, . * Thy Mayes, periſh with thee 3 
« as thou art now purchaſing thy Seat in Parlia- 
«* ment, I have juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect that thou 
<< reſolveſt to ſell thy Vote; what thou offereſt 
and what, thou promiſeth may be the Price of 
< the Liberty of my Country: I will not only 
<« reject thy Bribe with Diſdein. but will vote 
< againſt thee.” 
I not the Fuſtice of a ; King lala Securit 
for the Liberty of the People? 

A. The People ought to have more Security for 
all that is valuable in the World, than the Will of 
aà mortal and fallible Man; a King of Britain may 

make as many Peers, and ſuch, as he plegierh 3 
therefore the laſt and beſt Security for the Liberties 
of the People, is a ws © of Dune 
and Independent. ES. * 
Q. What meaneft i thou, bye 40 Goa ane Te 


A. One that is the Javful Ille of the People, 
and no Baſtard. | : 
* How is a Baſtard Hoof of Commons produced ? 


A. When 
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my 4 When the People by Terror, Corruption; or 
other indirect Means, chuſe ſuch as they otherwiſe 
would not chuſe; when ſuch as are fairly choſen, 
are not returned; when ſuch as are returned, are 
turned out by partial Votes in controverted Electi- 
ons, and others not fairly choſen ſit in their Places. 

Q. How may a Houſe of Commons become de- 
pendent 2? 

A. When the Nene of Voting is deſtroyed 
by Threatnings, Promiſes, Puniſhments, and Re- 
wards by the open Force of the Government, or 
the Inſults of the Populace but above all, bßꝙꝓß 
private Influence; for they who are armed with 
the Power of rhe Crown, have many Ways of 
gratifying ſuch as are ſubſervient to their Deſigns, 
and many Ways of oppreſſing ſuch as oppoſe 
n both within the Bounds of the Lac. 

Q. Can a King have a more faithful Council tban 
a Houſe of Commons, which ſpeaketh the n of the 
People ? 7 

A. None. For they will not only give bim i im- 
partial Counſel, but will powerfully and chearfully 
aſſiſt him to execute what they adviſe. 'Y 

Q. What are the Marks of a Perſon worthy to ; 
ſong his Country in Parliament? | 

A. The Marks of a good Ruler given in Scrip- 
ture will ſerve for a Parliament- man: Such as rule 
over you ſhall be Men of Truth, hating Covetoujneſs ; 
they be” not take a ADS, they ſhall not be afraid of 

ae. ut. xvi, Therefore I con- 


cluè f a good Parliament- man 
are, Rec tea | „Integrity, Courage, be- 
ing well fes A —Saticucion, Knowledge of 
the State of H e prudently frugal of 
the Money, ene Trade, and zealous over 


the Liberties of = Els, having ſtuck to the 
| | G2. Intereſts 


L 20 i 
e of their Country in perilous Times, 1d 
beipg aſſiduous in Attendance. 
Q. bo is * likely to take a Bribe 2 
He © offereth one.. 


14 
-Q Who is Teh in de fregal of the Popl 


anch? 

4. He whe puts none of it in bis own Pocket. 

Q. Toa ſeem by this to be averſe from ee ſach 
as accept , Plates and, Gratuities from the Crown, 
what is your Reaſon for this Partiality? 15 
A. Jam far from thinking that a Man may not 
ſerve his King and Country faithfully at the ſame 
time: Nay, their Intereſts are inſeparable. Mr. 
Such - an- one, my Lord's Steward, is a very honeſt 
Man, and yet if I had any Affairs to ſettle with my 
Lord, I would chuſe my Neighbour for a Referes 
rather than my Lord's Steward. 

e is Froglit of the People Money ſo e- 
ee at this Time #. © 

A, Becauſe they have run out much, and are. 
_ ſtill much in Debt: My Father and I have paid our 

Share of One Hundred Millions, and IJ have heard 
there are near Fifty more to pay. I grudge not 
this aer Expence, as far as it has been the 
neceſſary Price of Liberty; but, as it would grieve 
me much to, ſee. this Bleſſing raviſhed from me 
whieh has coſt me ſo dear, fo, on the other hand, 


I think it expedient to fave, now the Affair is r 
zac. the Government ſettled. 


. Who arg thoſe who re od 


a . 


A. Such as are willing} 1 * tr 
vexatious Interruptioꝶ IN; il i a — ©nterin 
into Houſes, Seizures W * 4 E MOppeetion 
of Tax-gatherers, as much 2 ſuch as are 


milling to take off the burthenſome Duties which 
increaſe 


| L 2 $ 0 
mad the Expence of the Workman, and conſe 
quently the Price of our Manufactures? |. 
Q. But as you have a Freehold, would you "hd be 
wilag to be excuſed from paying Two Shillings in the 
by: laying Kxciſes p orber Parts ＋ a. 
Conſumptions? 

A. No doubt but every Landed Man would be 
glad to be free from paying Two Shillings in the 
Pound; but at the ſame Time I would not raiſe by 
another Tax Two Shillings in the Pound, nor One 
Shilling ! in the Pound for a Perpetuity. For Par- 
liaments who have no more to give, may be diſap- 

inted in the Redreſs of their Grievances. Be- 

ides, I would not be deluded by an Impoſſibility; 
for if my Tenant has any new Tax laid upon him, 
I am afraid he will nat Pay me ſo much Rent; ſo 
that the new Tax muſt ſtili affect Land. Then it 
is utterly impoſſible to raiſe hy Exciſes what ſhall 
de equivalent to Two Shillings in the Pound, 
without the Ruin of Trade; for Exciſes which are 
ſettled already, generally ſpeaking, raiſe double 
the Duty upon the People, of what they bring _ \ 
the Government. | 
Q. How can'ſt thou prove that? | 
A. By Experience of ſeveral Exciſes, as of Laws | 
ther, Canis Soap, c. Whatever is brought into 
the Publick by thoſe Exciſes, is raiſed double upon 
the "a therefoge, if a Million of Money, or 
| /alent to Two Shillings in the Pound, 
cd Nee, it would be Two Millions 
5 . * Sl Commodities, which muſt de- 

N 4 0 4 in Britain. 

2 b "MF > 1 1 That a Knowledee: of 
7 W neceſſary Sean 


4. * this is a Qualification, of Jaen very 
5 e 


3 
Wing 
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much unheeded: 1 have heard-that there are many 
Corporations that never ſaw their Members. 

Q. 1s: then'a Writ of Parliament ouly a Conge 
&Elire for a Biſhop, where the: King nominates?s? 

A. God forbid; the Crown is never to meddle 
in an Election. YL 

Q. My is aſſiduous Attendance Je: neceſſary . 

A. Becauſe a Parliament- man is intruſted with 
the Lives, Liberties, and Properties of the People, 
which have often been endangered by the Non-at- 
tendance of many Members; becauſe, if Repre- 
ſentatives do not attend, I may have a Law im- 
poſed upon me, to which I had no Oppum oe 
giving my Aﬀent. 

Q. Thou haſt prudently and juſtly reblted to pro- 

mote, to the utmoſt of thy Power, the publick Tran-. 
guillity; what are the hy ay thou propoſe jt from 
that? 
A. Allthe Advantages reſulting from Political 
depend upon the publick Tranquillity: 
Beſides, by publick Tranquillity, Armies, which 
are the Mark of Diſtruſt of the Affections of the 
People, may be diſbanded. | 

Qn deft thou noi love Armies in Time of 
Peace? -- 

A. Becauſe Armies have overturned the Liber-- 
ties of wolt Countries; and all who are well affected 
to Liberty, ever hated them, hecauſe they are ſub- 
ject to an implicit Obedience 1 fc ci 

to a Law of their own ; * are 
luſty Men taken from Work, 
extravagant Expence uporlf br 4 
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becauſe they are many 
People in their Quarter ft Wilci { 
pline, eſpecially in dear OWNWN_ Muſe there 


axe ſo many more Preferments 1 in the Hands of de- 
ſigning 
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ſigning Miniſters; 3 and laſtly, betauſe the kiag 
will never be denied an Army as great as he Pieaſeshy 
when it is neceſſary. 
Q. Thou rightly judgeſt of thy Happiniſs i in being 
"2 a Member of a Political Society, governed by Laws, 
to which the People give their Conſent. Thou haſt 
been likewiſe well inſtrutted in the fundamental Laws 
of the Government, and art well aware of the wicked 
and abominable Practices that undermine, and are 
likely to overturn the Conſtitution : Be thou lik 
verily perſuaded that the equitable and Tandem 
Laws of a Nation are, in a Fi Senſe, ſtamped with 
a divine Authority; and that the good Order, Peace, 
and Happineſs of the Society is firmly. connected with a 
ftri Obſervance" of them. That the Proſperity of 
| Nations depend upon their Virtue, not only as an Effect 
upon its natural Cauſe, but by the immutable Ap- 
pointment of divine Juſtice, by which political Socie- 
ties muſt receive their Rewards aud Puniſhments in 
this World, fince they have no Being in the next; con- 
ſequently the T breatnings and Promiſes which occur ix 
the Old Teſtament are, in a proper Senſe, as applicable 
to other Nations as the Iſraelites, therefore thou, and 
all the People of this Land, may ſuppoſe that God 
Almighty ſpeaketh to them, as be poke by Moſes unto 
the 1 raelitesþ eviii. 1. And it ſhall come to 
oh it rhol 1 Male hearken diligently unto the 
ccd, to obſerve and do all 
_ 4 Hat is the Laws of their Con- 
; Fee nad you this Day; that the 
1 * 18 thee on high above all Na- 
es. But it ſhall come 
* Irken unto the Voice 
| A bſerve to do all his Com- 
mand Tm Statutes which I command 
thee this Ban t at all theſe Curſes ſhall come upon 
thee 
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